
 

     Kudos to Riley Gaines, 
the University of Ken-
tucky swimmer who has 
taken a strong stance to 
protect the integrity of 
women’s sports.  Riley 
publicly opposed the idea 
of men participating in 
women’s swim competi-
tions after the 2022 
NCAA women’s swim-
ming championship, 
when she tied for fifth 
with a male swimmer 
who identified as a wom-
an. As a result of her out-
spokenness, Riley, who is 
just 23 years old, has 
been the target of violent 
threats and physical as-
saults by trans-rights ac-
tivists. Yet, through it all, 
she has steadfastly stood 
firm for her convictions. 

     Riley recently tweeted 
that she received support-
ing messages from sever-
al well-known athletes 
during the ordeal. How-
ever, their private, off-the
-record encouragement 
fell short. 

     “At first, I felt honored 
when elite (both female 
and male) athletes 
thanked me for taking a 
public stance on having 
male-bodied athletes in 
women’s sports and lock-
er rooms. Now I realize 
these private thanks 
make them responsible 
for this continuing and 
advancing as it has.” 

     Agreed.  It is not 
enough for other promi-
nent athletes or anyone 

with influence to pri-
vately express their 
support but fail to 
show support and 
speak out public-
ly.  The Bible 
says, “From everyone 
who has been given 
much, much will be 
demanded; and from 
the one who has been 
entrusted with much, 
much more will be 
asked” (Luke 12:48). 

     Satan inverts truth, 
and our current cul-
ture continues to em-
brace his most out-
landish lies. The Bible 
says, “Righteousness 
exalts a nation, but sin 
condemns any peo-
ple” (Proverbs 14:34). 
Our once-great nation 
is in grave danger due 
to moral decline and 
the spiritual cowardice 
of people of influence. 
We desperately need 
more influential lead-
ers to get some “holy 
backbone” and speak 
out. King David 
wrote, “I proclaim 
your saving acts in the 
great assembly; I do 
not seal my lips, 
LORD, as you 
know” (Psalm 40:9). 

     The boldness of Ri-
ley Gaines reminds me 
of a courageous young 
woman in the Old Tes-
tament.  Esther was 
chosen to be Queen of 
Persia because of her 
beauty.  Yet shortly 
after she settled into 

the palace, Esther 
learned of an evil con-
spiracy to exterminate 
all Jews living under 
the rule of her hus-
band, King Xerxes.  
Esther had not re-
vealed to Xerxes that 
she herself was Jewish, 
so she was reluctant to 
speak out because it 
could cost her life. 

     However, Esther’s 
uncle and guardian, 
Mordecai, pleaded 
with her to be strong 
and do what she could 
to preserve her peo-
ple. “Do not think to 
yourself that in the 
king’s palace, you will 
escape any more than 
all the other Jews. For 
if you remain silent at 
this time, relief and de-
liverance for the Jews 
will arise from another 
place, but you and your 
father’s family will per-
ish. And who knows but 
that you have come to 
your royal position for 
such a time as 
this?” (Esther 4:14). 

     Esther agreed to ap-
proach the king on be-
half of her people.  She 
requested the Jewish 
people fast for her for 
three days, and “Then I 
will go to the king, 
though it is against the 
law, and if I perish, I 
perish’” (Esther 4:16). 
The Book of Esther fur-
ther recounts how her 
bold action spared the 
life of every Jew living 
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in Persia. And to 
this day, the feast 
of Purim remains a 
joyous holi-
day commemoratin
g Queen Esther’s 
triumph in saving 
the Jews of ancient 
Persia from annihi-
lation. 

     Sadly, many 
people of influence 
are reluctant to 
speak out against 
the immoral ab-
surdities plaguing 
us. Yes, it is dan-
gerous.  Yes, you 
could lose friends. 
Yes, you could be 
canceled.  Yes, you 
could lose your job. 
And, yes, you could 
lose your populari-
ty or influence. But 
perhaps God has 
placed you in a po-
sition of influence 
for such a time as 
this. Indeed, it is 
way past time for 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Luke%2012.48
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Prov%2014.34
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Children’s Church: 
  4—Ryan Beerbower 
11— 
18—Ryan Beerbower 
25—Doug & Julia Haase, Jessica 
Arend 
 

Deaconesses: 

Diane Altman & Deb Rhodes 
 
Elder Schedule: 
  4—Mark Rhodes 
11—Dave Beerbower 
18—Mark Rhodes 
25—Larry Snavely 
 
Nursery: 

  4—SS—Janet McCarthy & NEED 
ONE HELPER!; 2nd—Stacie 
Beerbower & Sharon Blinzler 
11—SS—Eric & Angie Murphy; 
2nd—Barry & Kelly VonDeylen 
18—SS—Cody & Ashley Grimm; 
2nd—Julia Haase & Stacie Beerbow-
er 
25—SS—Garry & Sandi Oberlin; 
2nd—Sharon Blinzler & NEED 
ONE HELPER! 

Julia’s dad, Don Rufenacht 

 Joe & LuAnn Jerger and 

family on the death of 

Joe’s father, Gerold Jerger. 

 Tom & Cindy Horton on 

the death of Tom’s brother-

in-law, Dennis Ruetz.  

Congratulations! 

The church family rejoices 

with Terence & Beth Clinga-

SYMPATHY 

 

The church family extends her 

sympathy to the following 

families: 

  Sandy Gordon, Deb & Dan 

Nixon and their families on 

the passing of their dad, 

Bob Stambaugh. 

 Julia & Doug Haase and 

family on the death of 

man on the safe arrival of Cate 

James who made her debut 

Monday, May 22. She weighed 

in at 9# 9.5 oz. and 20”. Ma-

ternal grandmother is Dottie 

Hallett. Great-Grandma is Ju-

dy Yahraus. 
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Serving in June 

24  Jessica Arend, Harm 
Hetrick III 
29 Nathan Grimm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6  John & Linda Hill (53) 
7 Ronnie & Mary Pinckley 

(60) 
9   Jim & Pat McPeak (44) 
19  Garry & Sandi Oberlin 
(52) 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

2 Lee Stemen 
6   Cheryl Karnes 
9   Connie Cunningham 
10 Leah Miller, Deb Nixon 
13  Dick Blinzler 
14 Peyton VonDeylen 
15 Tatym Beck, Rachelle 

Levya 
23  Raace Haynes, Ruth Ord-
way 

25 Ryan & Amanda Beck 
(12) 
27  Greg & Traci Hartman 
(31) 
 

Family News 

Attention Senior 
Saints:  

We will do Lunch 
Bunch on Tuesday, 

6/27 at 11:45 AM at 
Edon Dairy Treat. 
Please meet there.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4  Graduation 
Sunday 

Promotion 
Sunday 
8:00 Worship 
9:15 Sunday 
School 
10:15 Wor-
ship 

5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 

8:00 Worship 
9:15 Sunday 
School 
10:15 Wor-
ship 

12 

10:00  VBS 

13 

10:00  VBS 

14 15 16 17 

18 

8:00 Worship 
9:15 Sunday 
School 
10:15 Wor-
ship 

19 20 21 22 23 24 

 

 

 

 

Community  

25 

8:00 Worship 
9:15 Sunday 
School 
10:15 Wor-
ship 
Service Week 

26 27 

11:45 Lunch 
Bunch 

28 29 30  



Love All 

129 N. Walnut Street 

Bryan, OH  43506 

Drew Wayman, Raegan Won-

derly. Other Concerns: Jen-
nifer Mavis, Trevor Bailey, 
Neighborhood, Arlene Boyer, 
Danielle Strouse, Brenda Ridg-
way, Cindy Wolf, Zach Swisher, 
Cheryl Towers, Gene Nash, Kim 
Beek, Joshua Taylor, Gene 
Crawford, children’s ministry, 
Danny Hull, Cindy Webber, Kev-
in Ayre, Kathy Moog, Marsha 
Fisher; Marty, John Fry, Jackson 
Wolph, Shawn Roose, Fran Ma-
vis, Nathan Ray, Gene Johns, 
Nehemiah Haase, Raymond 
Folk, Randy Fisher, Braxton & 
Trish Snavely, Annie Engel,  
Jason Gregg, Henry Kidd, Nikki 
Hull, Ryan Yahraus, Khloe Hart-
man, Toby Runyan,  Joanne Alli-
son, Martha Hardy, Tootie 

Bowman; Shut Ins:  Bryan 

Our Service Personnel:  
Austin Brandeberry (GA), Lind-
sey Carter (FL), Patrick Rendle-
man (GA), Josh Severs (AL), 
Braxton Singer (NC), Jordan 
Thornburg (GA), Katie Sparks 
(PA), Wesley Tressler (CO).  

Cancer: Gwen Acker-
Dickinson, Nathan Bailey, Mar-
cia Baumgartner, Sue Bever, 
Tim Bight, Brent,  Jennie Case, 
Andrew Dell, Adam Farger, Car-
rie H., Jim Henson, Molly John-
ston, Kent, Chuck Lees, Ron 
Lewis, Mark & Carrie, Chloe 
Merrilet, Rexann McCrary, Crys-
tal Miller, Ruth Ordway, Mary 
Pinckley, Anna Pitman, Elaine 
Purdue, Mike Roose, Sue Secoy, 
Terry Shinaberry, Annette Sna-
vely, Lyle Snavely,  Amy Tobin, 
Linda Walker, Kathy Walton, 

Healthcare: Esther 
Rosendaul; Fairlawn Haven: 
John Altman; Fountain Park: 
Esther Krill; Hillside: Annie 
Engel, Charlene Gambler; 

Home:  Ron & Linda Lewis, 
Marilyn Lundy, Leona Puff, 
Edith Wagner  

Phone: 419-636-3509 

Fax: 419-633-7226 

E-mail: firstcofc@cityofbryan.net 

Love All, Worship One, 
Make Disciples 

Bryanfcc.org 

Connect with us! 

Office Hours: Monday—
Thursday 8:00 AM-5:00 
PM 

Facts & Figures 
May 7 

Attendance SS     Worship  43/82 
Offering  $4,582.05 

May 14 
Attendance SS     Worship  50/104 

Offering      $3,166.79 
May 21 

Attendance  SS                 Worship  47/89 
Offering                        $7,241.07 

May 28 
Attendance SS         Worship  50/81 

Offering  $632.73 
 

Needed for Budget $5,020.19 

First Church of Christ 



morally conscious people, especially Christ-followers, 
to “be strong and courageous” and speak out against 
the immoral nonsense currently being promoted as 
acceptable. 

     Some justify their unwillingness to speak out by 
suggesting we should accept it as God’s providence, 
that He is in control and His will is ultimately going to 
be accomplished.  However, Mordecai admonished 
that if Esther did not speak out, God’s will would still 
be accomplished, but she and her family would perish. 
 “…relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from 
another place, but you and your father’s house will 
perish” (Esther 4:14). Mordecai knew it was God’s will 
to spare a remnant of Jews to keep His promise that 
the Messiah would come from the line of David.  But 
he also knew that Esther’s intervention would make a 
difference in saving the lives of all of her people. 

     Each of us has a God-given duty to make the most 
of every opportunity and allow God to accomplish His 
will through us.  That is especially true with those who 
have been given much — much more is required of 
you. 

     Read Jesus’ warning again: “If anyone is ashamed 
of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed 
of him when he comes in his glory and the glory of 
the Father and of the holy angels” (Luke 9:26). 

     And consider, again, Jesus’ promise, “Whoever 
acknowledges me before others, I will also 
acknowledge before my Father in heaven” Matthew 
10:32. 

From Bob Russell’s blog… 

Destined to win, 

Larry Snavely 

 

 

Lake James Christian Assembly offers 
many varied camp experiences for chil-
dren entering first grade through high 
school. The church and mission commit-
tee will cover $160 of the cost for each 
camper. You may sign up online at 
ljca.org (use church 
code bryanfcoc23) or 
here at church. See 
Wanda Hug with 
questions. 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Esther%204.14
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Luke%209.26
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Matt%2010.32
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